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Sorensen Mission Statement:  Sorensen is an artistically-enriched school which empowers 

students by providing an academically excellent education for every child. 

Season’s Greetings! 

We hope your December is off to a great start.  Every year, this season sees a considerable 
increase in the volume of school absences for numerous reasons.  As a result, a new pro-
gram called “The Winter Attendance Challenge” was introduced by the district in hopes of 
helping to reduce the number of school absences.  Please see cdaschools.org for more de-

tails.   While we recognize the holiday season is an important time for families to come to-
gether and celebrate, and never want to hinder that,  our hope is that our families will be 
diligent in sending students to school on time and consistently.  This helps our teachers 
maintain a consistent and positive learning environment right up until the start of Christ-
mas Vacation, as well as maintain and support the academic learning/success of every stu-

dent on a daily basis.  We hope to see a positive difference in our December and January 
attendance reports this year with your assistance.  By the way, students with perfect at-
tendance will have their names put in a drawing and have a chance to win an iPad as a re-

sult.  Join the challenge! 

The Wizard of OZ was a remarkable success.  We hope you agree.  Thanks to Brooke Wood, 

the magnet program, and all Sorensen staff, students, parents, and community for your 
part in making this a triumphant success.  Also, the EXCEL Foundation was kind to 
Sorensen last month.  Several of our Sorensen teachers were awarded grants totaling 
$4800.00.  Thanks to EXCEL and all who contribute to our little school and allow for those 
“BIG IDEAS” to become reality for our students.  We can’t do it without you!   

Just a reminder that Poet Kenn Nesbitt will visit Sorensen Monday and Wednesday of next 
week presenting his poetry-writing workshop to all students.  We are grateful for this op-
portunity for our students to become familiar with Kenn’s work but more importantly have 
the opportunity to learn from an expert on how to create wonderful and meaningful poetry 
themselves.  Thanks to our Sorensen PTO for making this happen.   

Lastly, students, parents, and teachers have all invested a considerable amount of time and 
energy into making the first half of the school year a success.  We are intent on continuing 
to teach right up to that last bell on Friday, December 15th.   The hope is that Sorensen stu-
dents will feel the satisfaction of having “made it” all the way to the break and are able to 
reflect on their accomplishments over the holiday.  As always, please remember to be safe, 
responsible, polite, and show respect.  Wishing you all a wonderful and restful holiday sea-
son! 

Respectfully, 

Mr. DePew 



Calendar 
 

Dec. 6    Sorensen Holiday  

     Concert 1-3 grade 

     6:00pm 

Dec. 4-8   Sorensen Book Fair 

Dec. 14   Sorensen Movie Night 6pm 

Dec. 18   NO SCHOOL ~ Winter Break Begins 

Jan. 2    Return back to School 

Library News 
 

Seasons Readings!  There is just so much to be 
merry about in the library this time of 
year!  What a wonderful time to curl up with a 
good book.  I hope this season brings you time to 
read with those that you love.  If you are looking 

for some great books to share or to give, our annual book 
fair, in partnership with  Idaho Book Fairs, starts Monday, 
December 4th and runs through the end of the day on Fri-
day, December 8th.  Come check out the Fair down in the 
Sorensen Art room all week.  Fundraising opportunities, like 
a book fair, grants, and generous donations are the only 
funding source that the library has to purchase books and 
materials for our kids.  The book fair will be open the even-
ing of the 1-3 grade Holiday Concert. Thank you so much 
for your continued support. 
 

Along with the joy that a book fair brings, Sorensen stu-
dents are in for a treat with the upcoming visit of Kenn 
Nesbitt, Children’s Poet Laureate.  He will be showing our 
students the thrill of funny poetry.  His performances are 
high-energy, engaging, and, most of all, fun!  For two days, 
Dec. 11 & 13,  he will be working with our students to create 
their own funny poems and with staff teaching them why 
poetry is important, how to get kids hooked on poetry, 
how to teach poetry in a way that even the most reluctant 
readers will check books out of the library, and how to ex-
cite reluctant writers to compose new poems.   Check him 
out at poetry4kids.com.  Thanks to you parents, our mag-
net (auction) funds provide this opportunity for our 
school!  Order forms of Kenn Nesbitt’s poetry books was 
emailed out Friday, Dec 1. 

Sorensen’s 1st, 2nd & 3rd Grade 

Christmas Concert 
Please join us on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 6th at 6:00pm for the 1st ~ 3rd 

grade Christmas Concert.  Kids should dress in festive 

holiday attire and arrive at 5:45pm.  Students will need 

to go to their classroom...PARENTS, you will need to be 

sure to take your children’s coat with you to the con-

cert as they will not return to the classroom after, they 

will leave from the gym.  If you have any questions, 

please feel free to email me at 

ssorenson@cdaschools.org.  I hope to see you all 

there!  ~  Mrs. Sorenson, Sorensen Music Specialist 

Canto de Sorensen 
 

Canto de Sorensen, our school choir for 
3rd - 6th grade students, will now be ac-
cepting new members through January 
3rd! 
 

Canto will be performing at the Lionel Hampton 
Jazz Festival at the University of Idaho in Moscow 
in February, as well as other musical venues. 
 

This is a perfect time for your child to participate in 
Canto.  If they love to sing, work hard, be part of a 
team, and commit to Mondays and Wednesdays 
after school for rehearsals, we would love for them 
to join!  Please contact Ms. Babb at  
cbabb@cdaschools.org for more info! 

Sorensen Auction Corner 
 

Are you a Thrivent Financial member?  
If so, the auction planning team has 
some great ideas about ways you can 
use your Thrivent Action Team bene-

fits.  Please contact Kristi to learn more:   
auction@smpto.org 
 

Packets went out at conferences with procurement 
information and we are hoping that everyone can 
go and procure items and participate in the 
Sorensen auction. 
 

Sorensen Auction & Soiree is March 16, 2018! 

Sorensen Holiday Family Movie 
Night 

 

Families join us at 6pm on December 
14th for our Holiday Family Movie 
Night!  We will be watching Polar Ex-

press.  Bring your sleeping bags, blankets, pillows, 
stuffed animals and get cozy with your family for a 
magically fun night!  Admission is $1.  We will 
have licorice ropes, popcorn, hot chocolate and 
cookies!  Price for concessions .25cents to $1.  Funds 
raised will go to our wonderful PTO. 
 

**Calling all parents to bring a dozen cookies that 
kids can buy for .25 cents.  Thank you! 
 

The Sorensen Book Fair will also be open this night 
for anyone that would like to do some holiday 
shopping!! 

Dress for the Weather 
 

Please be sure your student is coming 
to school prepared for Idaho’s winter 
weather.  They should have a warm 
coat, hat, gloves, boots and anything 
else that might keep them warm.  They do go 
outside for recess and need to bundle up.  
Thank you for helping your child stay dry and 
warm! 
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Attendance Matters 
With the winter holiday nearing quickly, we want to stress the importance of sending your student to 
school every day possible. 
 

Every year in our schools absences spike in the weeks before and after the winter holiday as families 
squeeze in a few more vacation days. It has been proven that just a few missed days here and there, 
even if they’re excused absences, can add up to too much lost learning time and put your child be-
hind in school. This is true for all students — kindergarten through high school. Put simply, too many 
absences at any age can affect a student’s chances for academic success and eventually for gradua-
tion. 
 

Last year alone, for the five school days just before winter break NINE of our district's 16 schools had 
an absence rate of over 5% every single day —a few as high as 10 and 11%. 
 

We recognize that holidays are an important time for reconnecting with families out of town, but 
keep in mind the costs to your children’s education if they miss too much school. Even if you’ve got a 
homework packet from the teacher, it doesn’t make up for the interaction and learning that happens 
in the classroom. Our teachers will be teaching, and our students will be learning, right up until vaca-
tion starts and the first day back. 
 

Winter Attendance Challenge  
As a fun incentive, we challenge our students (and their families) to make attendance in December 
and January a priority! 
 

We will be giving away incentive gifts across the district, randomly drawn at each school from the 
rolls of students who have perfect attendance (with no tardies!) for the week before [Dec 11-15] and 
after [Jan 2-5] Winter Break. Gifts vary by school: 
 

 Elementary Schools:  One lucky (1) student at each elementary school will win an iPad 

 Middle Schools:  Four (4) lucky students will win a $25 gift card [Domino's Pizza, Dutch   
                Bros or Regal Cinemas] 

 High Schools:  Four (4) lucky students will win a $25 gift card [Taco Bell, Subway or  Dutch  
       Bros] 

Healthy Cooking Tips 
 

Unless you’re blessed with a naturally 
adventurous eater, you’ve struggled at 
times to get nutritious foods into your 
child.  Children tend to gravitate towards 

certain foods which may not always be the most nutri-
tious choices.  By learning little tricks to present their 
favorite foods in more nutritious ways, you end up serv-
ing a meal that everyone is happy about.  For example, 
try replacing whole grain pastas when making macaro-
ni and cheese, add a little bran or flax seed to your 
baked goods, find recipes that sneak pureed fruits and 
vegetables in without modifying the flavor.  Bake and 
broil foods like French fry potatoes rather than deep 
frying them.  Kids of all ages love foods you can eat 
with your hands or off a stick; make fruit kabobs for a 
snack.  Nutrition Services strives to meet a balance in 
offering foods children love in nutritious and tasty ways 
every day.  Learn more on cooking healthy meals for 
children on the Nutrition Services home page at  
www.cdaschools.org. 

School Closure Information 
Information will be broadcast beginning at 
6:00 a.m. on news channels 2, 4, & 6.  You can 
also check the school district web page at 
www.cdaschools.org or call the snow closure hotline at 

(208) 667-0784. 

How Can You Help Your Child 
In Math? 

 

Math Fluency is a building block of 
math success!  Sorensen’s Academic 

Leadership Team wants to support our school’s suc-
cess in this area with the following tips to help your 
student become more fluent (facts memorized in 3-
4 seconds).  Try 15 minutes a day with: 
 

K-2 Teachers Recommend: 
xtramath.org, coolmathgames.com, abcya.com, and 
flashcards make GREAT stocking stuffers and you 
can get them at the Dollar Store! 
 

3-6 Teachers Recommend: 
Flashcards, songs, playing dice or card games, xtra-
math.org, and multiplication.com 
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